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A limited amount of phytosociological studies have been conducted in Namibia
to date and only few data exists on Namibia's biodiversity and effects of land
utilization on the functioning of plant communities. However, effective environ-
mental planning and management as well as sustainable land use, is best achieved
when an inventory of plant communities in the target area forms the basis of such
planning and decision making. The aim of this study was therefore to map and
describe the vegetation ofOgongoAgricultural Farmand the surrounds in the central-
northern part of Namibia with the aid of satellite imagery. Being a predominant cattle
farm, with agro-silvo-pastoralism as a dominant land use in the surrounding areas,
this inventory will particularly provide a scientific basis for sustainable management
of grazing resources in the study area. The study area belongs to theMopane savanna,
most of which in central-northern Namibia is intersected by a network of shallow
water courses locally known as oshanas. A total of 272 species were recorded across
96 releves that were sampled in the study following the Braun-Banquet methods.
Classification of data using JUICE and TWINSPAN yielded nine associations which
were described as follows:— Nymphaea nouchali — Nymphoides ponds, Lede-
bouria cooperi— Aponogeton junceus deep oshanas, Leptochloa fusca— Pycerus
chrysanthus shallow oshanas, Colophospermum mopane — Sporobolus ioclados
shrubland, Colophospermum mopane — Eragrostis cilianesis shrubland, Colo-
phospermum mopane — Enneapogon cenchroides shrubland, Hyphaene petersi-
ana — Schmidtia kalihariensis shrubland, Combretum collinum — Terminalia
sericiea shrubland as well as crop fields. A satellite image fromLandsat 7 ETM, Path
180Row72, dated 04March 2003,was used formapping these vegetation types. The
mopane shrublands represent the largest associations inside Ogongo Agricultural
Farm, but are replaced by crop fields in the surrounding communal farming
areas indicating extensive vegetation transformation into cropland.
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The Russian wheat aphid (RWA, Diuraphis noxia) is a major pest in wheat
production resulting in massive yield losses. The control of the RWA through
manipulation of inherent plant defence responses seems to be a durable solution.
The Dn-1 resistance gene provides resistance to the RWA, but a new RWA
biotype has evolved which has overcome this resistance. Indications are that the
Dn-5 resistance gene still provides resistance against this new RWA biotype. The
aim of the study was therefore to investigate and compare the defence responses
induced by the new RWA biotype in cultivars containing either the Dn-1 or the
Dn-5 resistance genes. The biochemical defence components investigated were
enzyme activities of pathogenesis related (PR) proteins, NADPH oxidase, one of
the major enzymes leading to the release of reactive oxygen species and the
production of H2O2. The new RWA biotype induced higher enzyme activities of
the PR proteins (β-1,3-glucanase, chitinase, peroxidase) in Dn-5 than Dn-1
cultivars. The new RWA biotype selectively induced a high NADPH oxidase
activity in the Dn-5 cultivar only. At 9 h.p.i. a 5.6-fold induction occurred in Dn-5
cultivar as opposed to no induction in Dn-1 cultivar. The accumulation of H2O2,
one of the reactive oxygen species, concomitantly increased to a much higher
level in Dn-5 than in Dn-1 containing cultivars. The highest level of H2O2
occurred at 9 h.p.i representing a 4 and a 2-fold induction in the Dn-5 and Dn-1
cultivars, respectively. This study did confirm on biochemical level the
susceptibility of the Dn-1 gene containing cultivars towards the newRWAbiotype.
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The mystery surrounding high concentrations of Cr(III) in plants has been
uncovered. It is attributed to the presence of low molecular weight organic acids
(LMWOA) in the soil in which the plants are growing. Factors influencing
solubility of Cr(VI) have also been investigated. It was found that the solubility of
Cr(VI) is governed by the presence of CO3
2− ions in a soil solution that resulted
when atmospheric CO2 dissolves in soil–water. Concentrations of Cr(VI) and
Cr(III) were determined in plants, collected from ultramafic soils in Sekhukhune-
land, South Africa. Perennial woody plants, some endemic, were selected for this
study to oust the bias that dry seasons might have on the accumulation and
storage of heavy metals by herbaceous taxa. It was found that the concentration
of Cr(VI) in plants correlated with the soluble fraction of Cr(VI) in soil, while
Cr(III) concentration in plants is limited by concentration LMWOA in soil. It can
therefore be concluded that the high level of Cr(III) in plants is also due to the
direct absorption of the metal from soils rich in organic acids.
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The threatened status of ecosystems (vegetation units) of the Little Karoo
region, South Africa, is presented. The exercise was technical and was based on a
method that is currently being improved for the listing of threatened ecosystems
under the South African National Environmental Management Biodiversity Act
(No 10 of 2004). The threat assessment was based on the quantification of habitat
loss and the conservation target of each ecosystem. The extent of habitat loss was
estimated from a recently-derived 1:100000 scale land cover map. Each eco-
system was assigned a threatened status according to the difference between its
extent of existing area and its conservation target. A total of 1457051 ha (75.3%
of original area) was mapped as currently extant in the region. The assessment
revealed that 85 (23%) of the 369 ecosystems are threatened and require some
level of conservation attention. More importantly, 25 (6.8%) ecosystems are
critically endangered and ideally require restoration, while 29 (7.9%) are
endangered and should not undergo further deterioration. However, half of the
extant area was mapped as moderately degraded by overgrazing. Habitat
fragmentation and degradation are major drivers of biodiversity loss and the
incorporation of their quantification in this approachwill certainly highlightmore
acute threat patterns across the region and more pressing needs for conservation.
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